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Art. I.—An Obscure Case. By J. B. CRAwrorp, M. D. 


THE following case is reported for the purpose of eliciting in- 
formation from older and more experienced practitioners than 
myself, rather than from a desire to give publicity to the facts 
which I am about to record. I have found it diffieult to arrive 
at any positive opinion in regard to the pathological condition of 
my patient, and the readers of the REPORTER will confer a favor by 
rightly diagnosticating the case. 

I. H., a maiden lady, aged about 33 years, was attacked on the 
11th of last December, with chills and fever, which assumed the 
remitting form. She had previously had repeated attacks of 
ague and fever, which yielded readily to sulphate of quinia. In 
other respects her health had been good, save an attack of sick- 
headache at each occurrence of her menstruating period. This 
generally lasted for several hours, and was usually relieved by 
ejecting the contents of the stomach. 

The disease was not characterized by any symptoms unusual 
in the course of simple remitting fever. The treatment consisted 
of a cathartic of calomel and rhubarb, at the outset, Dover’s pow- 
der, spts. nitre, an occasional laxative, and sulph. quinia. These 
were given as indications seemed to require. The fever continued 
for nearly two weeks, and apparent convalescence supervened. I 
then discontinued my visits, and heard nothing more of my pa- 
tient until the fourth of January, when I was again summoned 
to visit her. 

I found that she had not improved since my last visit, and was 
even weaker than I had previously seen her. She called my 
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attention to an enlargement in her left side, which, she said, she 
had first noticed five or six days previously. On examination, I 
found a tumor in the left hypochondrium, occupying the entire 
space between the crest of the ilium and the ribs, and so far as 
could be traced, approximating to a globular form. There was 
considerable tenderness about the region of the tumor, and the 
examination that I made, although conducted with a reasonable 
degree of care, caused the patient much pain. There was no dis- 
coloration of the skin, and no apparent inflammatory action of 
the muscular tissues in that region, Fluctuation was distinct 
about the tumor. The bowels had been somewhat inactive of 
late, but a mild cathartic always sufficed to procure an evacuation. 

Although the patient had not been aware of the existence of a 
tumor in her side until a few days previous to my examination, 
when her attention was called to it, she remembered having felt 
some uneasiness, and occasional slight pain in that part for several 
months before. She asserted that it had increased full one-third 
in size since she discovered it, and that she had been aware of a 
daily augmentation of its bulk. On the 11th of January, I visited 
her in consultation with Dr. Tubbs. The tumor had increased 
very rapidly in size during the previous week, but in all other 
respects presented the same appearance as before. The left side 
was now much distended, the local pain somewhat aggravated, and 
the patient’s strength rapidly declining. To do something for our 
patient seemed imperative; but as all interference appeared im- 
practicable at that time, we determined to pursue a “masterly inac- 
tivity,” and so did nothing more than to soothe the anxieties of 
our patient and her friends, by the application of a blister over 
the affected part. 

On the 16th, I found a still further increase in the size of the 
tumor. It was more sensitive than before, although the patient's 
sufferings had somewhat abated for the past few days. During 
the following night an important change took place. The patient 
experienced a sensation in the region of the tumor, which she 
described as “a sensation of flowing,” “feeling as if a little 
stream of water were running from the tumor.” This continued 
for some time, when suddenly she felt an inclination to evacuate 
the bowels, and upon going to stool, voided a large quantity of 

fluid; the exact quantity was not known, but estimated by her 
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attendants to have been between three and four quarts. She felt 
much prostrated for some hours, although greatly relieved of the 
uneasiness that she had previously felt. She soon discovered that 
the enlargment of her side was greatly reduced. Upon visiting 
her on the following day, I found that the anterior portion of the 
tumor had disappeared, but that the posterior portion—consti- 
tuting, probably, one-third of the whole—still remained. I could 
not learn much that was satisfactory in regard to the nature of 
the discharge. I was told that it was fluid, that some fecal mat- 
ter accompanied it, and that it was very offensive to the smell. 

On the 18th, I again visited my patient, and found that an in- 
cident, similar to that recorded above, had taken place on the 
previous evening, and the remaining portion of the tumor had 
then disappeared. The discharge had this time been preserved. 
It consisted of about two quarts of a serous, reddish-colored fluid, 
having but little smell. In the bottom of the vessel were several 
small hard balls of fecal matter, which had been voided with the 
fluid. 

The patient now felt complete relief from her sufferings, although 
some tenderness has remained in her left side. Her health has 
steadily improved since that time, and she has now nearly re- 
covered. 

I have not been able to satisfy my own mind in regard to the 
nature of this tumor. I at first very naturally suspected that it 
was ovarian, but its rapid development, as well as its termina- 
tion, would seem to render that opinion doubtful. I have sketched 
as plainly and as briefly as I could, the facts as they have been 
presented to me, and ask some abler member of the profession 
for a correct diagnosis of the case. What.was it? In what tis- 
sues was the accumulated fluid contained? “ J pause for a reply.” 

Wromine, Pa., March 2, 1855. 


Art. I]. — Case of Erystpelas Illustrative of the Recuperative Powers 
of the System. By Ww. Jounson, M. D. 


THERE is something so much like intelligence and design in the 
operations of the animal economy, both in health and sickness— 
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something so much like reflective adaptation to circumstances— 
as to lend some show of plausibility to the transcendentalism of 
Stahl. This distinguished professor, whose opinions for a long 
time influenced the medical practice of Germany, maintained that 
the rational soul of man had a supervisory care, and directed 
and controlled all the operations of his body, both in health and 
in disease. 7b this agency he referred the recuperative powers of the 
economy. The learned theorist, however, lost sight of the simple 
fact, that this principle (the recuperative) is manifested in the 
lowest grades of organized vitality, in a most striking and won- 
derful manner. Even the worm on which we tread, in the recu- 
perative powers with which it is endowed, affords a refutation of 
the professor’s theory. But, leaving such illusive speculations, 
indulge me here in the brief relation of a case of disease in which 
the vires medicatrices nature, the recuperative powers, which infi- 
nite wisdom has imparted to the animal system, were remarkably 
displayed. 

In the fall of 1827, J. S., aged about 35 years, a strong, athletic 
man of very intemperate habits, whilst in a debauch, lay out all night 
upon the ground. He was soon after attacked with erysipelatous 
inflammation of the genitalia, commencing on the penis, spreading 
over the scrotum, and terminating in the perineum. The disten- 
sion of the scrotum was astonishingly great; inflammation ran 
high, and very soon destructive processes were set up. Sloughing 
first took place in the prepuce, in the form of a large hole in it, 
destroying about one-third of this covering. The whole scrotum 
next became gangrenous, and a line of demarcation took place 
immediately under the penis and extended around the scrotum. 
The absorbents acted vigorously, separating the dead from the 
living matter, and the scrotum came away in one entire mass, 
leaving the testes and spermatic cord entirely bare of covering, 
but in a perfectly sound condition. A more sickening and revolt- 
ing sight I have seldom witnessed than this poor man now pre- 
sented ; the testicles, of the size of pigeon eggs, were left dangling 
on a naked and elongated cord, and how to dispose of the case 
was to me a subject of great embarrassment. But my difficulties 
became somewhat relieved by the sloughing process extending 
back upon the perineum, and by the detachment of a consider- 
able portion of it, a soft lodgement was afforded to the testes and 
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spermatic cord. Some burrowing under the sound skin by the 
sloughing of the cellular membrane afforded a partial covering to 
the testes. In the progress of incarnation and cicatrization, the 
testes and cord were completely covered up and secured from in- 
jury, and the man lives, a wonderful evidence of the recuperative 
powers of the animal economy. These natural processes were 
very much favored by confining the patient to the dorsal decubi- 
tus ; the testes were thus left undisturbed, and recovery expedited. 
This man’s gait in walking is now a little awkward and strad- 
dling, but not so much so as to excite much notice. I have often, 
since his recovery, seen him riding on horseback; but I have 
noticed that he never suffers the horse to go faster than on a walk. 
I have known him to ride on horseback seven or eight miles from 
home, and return the same day. His virility remains unscathed 
by the fiery ordeal through which he has passed, and his illicit 
amours are a sad commentary on the depravity of our nature. 
Remarks.—I have related this case as illustrative of the vis 
medicatrix nature. How entirely dependent are the splendid 
achievements of surgical science upon the exercise of this prin- 
ciple! Such manifestations are calculated to excite our admira- 
tion of the wisdom and goodness of the Great Architect of our 
frames. In the case which I have related, we notice two astonish- 
ing circumstances: First, the preservation of the testes and cord, 
whilst the whole scrotum was being destroyed; and, secondly, the 
preservation of the urethra whilst such destructive processes were 
going on in the perineum. The manner in which the whole case 
was disposed of, is altogether wonderful. The patient abounded 
in areolar tissue, and this circumstance favored the deeper imbed- 
ding of the testes and cord in the perineum. In my medical 
reading, I have never come across a parallel case, though such 
may have occurred to others, as there is “ nothing new under 
the sun.” Some obvious practical lessons may be learned from 
this case. These I leave to be drawn out by the reader. 


Warre Hovsn, January, 1855. 
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Art. II1.—Obllodion in Erysipelas Phlegmonodes, 
By R. Dovetass, M. D. 


I wAs called, in the latter end of June, 18538, to visit Mrs. Ship, 
who had been complaining for upwards of a week previous to 
that time. I found her case to be one of well marked facial and 
cervical erysipelas phlegmonodes in the stage of suppuration. 
There were various cases of epidemic erysipelas through the 
country during the same month, the majority of which, I believe, 
proved fatal. 

In the treatment of the case, my object was to give exit to the 
pus, and support to the constitution. I was obliged to make four 
incisions before I could accomplish the first, and even then I 
could not effect my purpose by the use of the groove director, 
which I employed to prevent the cervical arteries from being 
injured. I then fell back upon, at least to me, a new mode of 
applying collodion. With this, I pencilled over the affected part, 
and a little beyond the inflamed surface, except where it would 
likely be most prominent, that the gentle pressure on its circum- 
ference might not only prevent the spread of the matter, but like- 
wise, if possible, give to it a greater concentration and point. 
The patient spoke of the feeling of comfort resulting from its 
application, as it gave her great relief from the burning sen- 
sation. 

There is, I think, a twofold benefit in applying the collodion 
as above described. First, it acts as a kind of circular bandage, 
and tends either to the absorption of matter by the surrounding 
absorbents, or its displacement from the circumference to the 
centre, which latter, if it is its modus operandi, could not be 
effected by applying the collodion at the same time to the centre, 

as it would, in that case, act somewhat antagonistically to that 
applied to the circumference. Secondly, from its own nature, 
being composed of cotton, it acts, in the above disease, analogous 
to cotton in burns. 

I ordered, in the case of Mrs. S.,a poultice of slippery elm with 
some sweet oil, or lard to be applied to the centre, which, far 
from having had a bad effect as some would have supposed, was 
as soothing in its character as it was salutary in its effect. I 











1855.] Monkur, Case of Poisoning by Cashew-Nut Oil. 187 


succeeded in carrying off a large quantity of fetid leaden colored 
pus. It was daily syringed with Castile soap and water with a 
small portion of chloride of sodium. The above means, together 
with the comp. tinct. ferri, nutritious diet, and occasional aperi- 
ents, perfectly restored the patient. 


Woovstock, Va., March 6, 1855. 


Art. IV.— Case of Poisoning by Cashew-Nut Oil. 
By Joun C. 8. Monxur, M. D. 


Tue 15th January, 1855, T. Wheedon, a lad 14 years of age, 
applies at the office suffering severely from the poisonous effect 
of the oil of the cashew-nut (Anacardium). Last evening he 
had given him a cashew nut, and at night, after having undressed, 
not suspecting its caustic qualities, he cut it open with a knife, 
and sliced the kernel ; ate a small piece, and in handling it spread 
the oil over the parts affected. He could not sleep from the irri- 
tation and burning sensation in his mouth, face, hands and neck. 
He presents this morning, his forehead, eyelids, face and neck, 
hands and forearms enormously swelled. He cannot see, nor 
can he open his mouth but with great difficulty and pain; he 
speaks with difficulty, from the swollen state of his tongue. 
Painted the whole swollen surface, by means of a soft bristle 
brush, with the tincture of iodine (3ij to 3j). He is to remain 
at home, and to take at bed hour ten grains of Dover's powder, in 
the morning an ounce of castor oil. 

January 16. Visited at his house. He had taken the powder, 
and slept but little. He was delirious throughout the night, and 
now suffers very much from an increased swelling of his neck; 
he cannot take fluids, from his inability to swallow them. His 
forearms and fingers smooth, tense, and excessively enlarged; 
penis and scrotum red, and being swollen; complains and screams 
on the passage of urine. His bowels confined; pulse 120, and 
small. He could not take the castor oil, nor will he take food or 
drink. Succeeded, with much perseverance, in getting an ounce 
of castor oil swallowed. Pencilled the whole poisoned surface 
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with the tincture of iodine. He is to take 3iij of spiritus minde- 
reri with excess of alkali every three hours. To cover the penis 
and scrotum with folds of linen wet with cold water and spirits 
of wine; if opposed to this, or should it chill, to remove, and sub- 
stitute a warm mucilage of slippery elm bark. If not asleep at 
bed hour, to give him a quarter of agrain of sulphate of morphia 
in solution. 

January 17. The patient has spent a restless night; not so de- 
lirious as the night before; but more from threatened suffocation 
in consequence of the very great enlargement of his tongue, and 
profuse salivary discharge. The swelling of the forehead and 
face is abating; the penis and scrotum increase in redness and 
size. Had one operation from the bowels yesterday; took the 
morphia at night; pulse 100. Applied the iodine over the tongue 
and the other swelled surfaces; and to continue the spirits of 
mindereri with beef tea, and give the morphia at bed hour. He 
may have small pieces of ice, if desired. 

January 18. The report this morning is more favorable; the 
dangerous swelling of the neck and throat is subsiding; the 
tongue reduces in size; he breathes and swallows better; he can 
take his medicine and nourishment; his bowels are confined; 
pulse 100. Painted the whole affected surface with the iodine, 
except the forearms and fingers. These parts are being covered 
with distinct pustular formations, and he complains incessantly of 
the severity of the pain in them. Apply to the arms and fingers 
a warm poultice of ground flaxseed meal; and the other parts to 
be covered with carded cotton. Early morning to take 3iij sul- 
phate of magnesia. 

January 19. The general aspect of the patient improved. He 
did not take the morphia; the saline aperient has operated. He 
spent a better night; has taken more nourishment. The size of 
the tongue and throat are diminishing; can now speak; and for 
the first time expose the eyes. His forearms and fingers are 
covered with a full crop of pustules in a good state of suppura- 
tion. There are no pustules on any other part of the poisoned 
surfaces. His penis and scrotum continue excessively swollen. 
Again pencilled them freely with the iodine; and to continue the 
poultice to the arms; the face and neck to be kept covered with 
olive oil. To continue the spirits of mindereri and nourishment. 
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January 20. The patient is decidedly more comfortable; has 
slept some, and taken his medicines and nourishment. Suffers 
only from his genitals and arms; bowels free; pulse 90. To 
keep the genitals covered with cotton smeared with olive oil; 
and poultices to arms. 

January 21. Improving rapidly; the poisoned surfaces of the 
face and neck are desquamating; the other parts less painful. 
To keep all the parts well greased with the olive oil except the 
arms. The pustulation requires a continuation of the poultices. 

From January 22d to the 30th, he daily progressed in reco- 
very, and was discharged cured. 

Remarks.—Having on previous occasions met with several per- 
sons badly poisoned by coming in contact with the poison oak 
(Rhus Toaicodendron), and in these cases relied on and been suc- 
cessful with the local application of the tincture of iodine, I 
resolved at once in the present case to give it a fair trial. This 
lad was more severely poisoned than any previous case I had 
ever witnessed ; and to its employment I attribute the successful 
issue of his case. 


Bavtimore, Mp. 





Art. V.—On Criminal Abortion. By I. S. Munrorp, M. D. 


THE distinguished Professor of Midwifery in the University of 
Pennsylvania, has recently published a lecture on the subject of 
Criminal Abortion. This production is marked by the great 
comprehension and breadth of its views, as well as by much 
energy and vigor of style. In it he lays down the proposition, 
that the ovum is possessed of vitality even from the period of 
conception, and consequently, that any attempt to destroy it is 
equally criminal, in every respect, at this as at any subsequent 
period. Formerly, a similar opinion to this was entertained by 
the writer, and was expressed by him several years ago. But 
subsequent consideration has led him to doubt as to the entire 
correctness of such a view of the subject. Were the operations 
of nature always perfectly uniform, always ending in one result, 
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the opinion in question would be open to no objection. But this 
is not the case; nature sometimes fails in her purposes ; her at- 
tempts to attain a certain result proving to. be abortive, a true 
conception does not take place; a living, growing being is not 
produced in the womb, but instead thereof there exists a mere 
rude, unformed, unorganized mass of matter. Now is it possible, 
at the earliest periods of conception, to distinguish between these 
two very different conditions? Can any one be entirely certain 
that a true conception has really taken place, and that the womb 
contains a living, growing being, that will go on in its progress 
until maturity is reached? Surely no one, not even the wisest, 
can be certain of this. It may be said, indeed, that the distinc- 
tion, could it be made out, would be of no consequence, inasmuch 
as the intention, in cases of criminal abortion, is always the same, 
being always directed toward the destruction of a living, grow- 
ing being, and thus forever to cut off its final development. 
And this is no doubt true, entirely true; but yet, whatever the 
design may be, it is surely, as a matter of simple fact, a very dif. 
ferent thing to destroy a living, growing being, and to destroy a 
mere mass that can never come to be developed asa living thing. 
Whatever the design of the actor may be, would there in fact be 
the same degree of criminality in these different cases? At these 
early periods must there not always be a doubt resting upon this 
subject ; a doubt that should lead us to pause before positive and 
sweeping conclusions are laid down as articles of belief? But 
whatever doubt, whatever obscurity there may be at these early 
periods of conception, there comes a time when doubt is re- 
moved; when all obscurity is dispelled. This is when such 
manifestations of vitality are made as to prove incontestably that 
a true conception has certainly taken place, and that the womb 
does actually contain a living being. The most common mani- 
festation of this is that which takes place at the time usually 
called the “ quickening.” Unequivocal evidence is then given that 
there is a living being within the womb. It is true, that “ quick- 
ening” makes no special change as then occurring in the state of the 
ovum ; it must, of consequence, have had full vitality before this 
time, and as full vitality it may be, before, as at, and after this oc- 
currence. But then it is an event which puts entirely at rest all 
previous doubts; it settles all questions as to the nature of what 








1855.] Rex, Extirpation of Cancer of the Breast. 191 


is contained within the womb, and from henceforth there can be 
no difficulty or hesitation. An attempt at criminal abortion will 
henceforth stand out so that no possible plea, or color of plea, 
can be urged in its extenuation. 

These considerations have led the writer to doubt whether it 
would be wise to sweep away at once all the ancient landmarks 
that have so long stood in this portion of the field of medical 
science. Sweeping generalizations may seem to simplify and to 
clear away the view, but so also they may render the way less 
secure, and by lessening caution may expose to danger and to 
error. 

These remarks the writer submits to the profession : it is far 
from his wish to start unnecessary doubts, and especially to start 
a doubt in reference to the views and opinions of any of the great 
masters of our science; but yet he believes it to be the privilege 
of every one, even the humblest member of the profession, to 
inquire and to think for himself. This the writer has done. 


Campen, N. J., Second Mo, 26, 1855. 


Arr. VL.—Remarks on Cancer, with a Case of Extirpation of Cancer 
of the Breast. (Read before the Hunterdon County Medical 
Society.| By Gzorce P. Rex, M. D. 


In accordance with a resolution of this Society, I herewith pre- 
sent for your consideration, a case of extirpation of the mammary 
gland, with a few brief remarks relative thereto. On the first of 
August last, Mrs, L. W., a widow, aged 53, the mother of one child, 
consulted me for “a lump in her breast.” Upon examination, I 
found a hard knobby tumor quite large, in the gland of the left 
breast. The nipple was retracted, slightly excoriated, and scabby. 
The skin was lead colored, adherent to the tumor and corrugated. 
The tumor was very irregular or knobby, and adherent to the 
pectoral muscle. There was scarcely any acute pain on pressure, 
but for some time past there had been a heavy or dragging pain 
in the shoulder, and darting pains down the left arm. I could 
not detect any enlargement in the axillary or other glands, I 
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derived from the patient the history of her case, as follows: She 
had always enjoyed good health, of active habits, and about a 
year before she consulted me, the “lump” was first noticed. She 
experienced soon after, a dull pain in the breast, shoulder and 
arm, which she supposed was rheumatism. These pains continued 
for some time without exciting any fears, as she believed it was 
owing to rheumatism, aggravated by the pressure of some whale- 
bones worn in her dress. And here I would observe, that in my 
opinion, this pressure was the exciting cause of the disease. There 
was no hereditary predisposition to cancer, and I regarded this 
case as local, excited by the pressure of the whalebones. 

In support of this opinion, I quote from the third vol. of Che- 
lius’s Surgery, p. 508, where he says: “The occasional causes of 
scirrhus and cancer are, all mischief which produces a constant 
but not intense irritation, blows, continued pressure,” &c. I believe 
with Druitt, that cancer may be regarded in the primary stage as 
local; and this stage is the only time they can be removed suc- 
cessfully. I will not stop to discuss the peculiar dyscrasy which 
occurs in the progress of cancer, the result of the absorption of 
the cancerous matter, as I intend this paper to be brief and 
practical. 

The patient was in the enjoyment of good general health, and 
as I believed no cancerous matter had been absorbed, I considered 
her case favorable for an operation. She commenced at once with 
a preparatory course of proper regulation of her diet and bowels, 
with an occasional saline laxative. I wished to defer the operation 
until the intense heat of August was past. On the 31st of August, 
finding the tumor enlarging, I determined to operate at once. 
The patient was seated in an easy chair, properly attired, and put 
under the influence of washed ether. Two free elliptical incisions 
were made extending three inches above the ensiform cartilage 
toward the axilla, and the entire gland carefully dissected out, 
with the fascia covering the pectoralis major, where the tumor 
was adherent to it. There was considerable hemorrhage, but after 
tying two small arteries and pressure, it was soon arrested. I 
was obliged to take away more of the skin than usual on account 
of its unhealthy appearance, as it is a rule without exception, in 
all operations, never to leave anything remaining that has an un- 
healthy look. The cavity was filled with lint wet with cold water, 
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and removed in five hours, and then dressed with sutures and 
adhesive straps, over which was applied the cold water dressing. 
The axillary half of the wound was held together with sutures, 
and soon united by the first intention; the remaining half healed 
by granulation and suppuration. There was very little pain or 
inflammation after the operation, which I attributed to the effects of 
the cold water dressing. The tumor removed weighed fifteen 
ounces, and is here presented for examination. The patient is 
now entirely well, and I trust the disease will not return. 

There is a great difference of opinion among surgeons in re- 
gard to the removal of cancerous breast, from the fact that the 
disease so frequently returns and proves fatal. This differing is 
caused, in my opinion, from want of proper judgment in the 
operator. I believe that if the operation is performed upon a 
patient with good general health and constitution, where there is 
no enlargement of the axillary or other glandular structure, and 
where there is an absence of the dyscrasy, the result of the ab- 
sorption of the cancerous matter, the great majority of cases will 
be successful. But if the opposite of this obtains, and you have 
a patient with a shattered constitution, very large axillary glands, 
and other constitutional disturbances, my own opinion is that the 
operation will rarely, if ever, be successful, and you had better let 
it alone. 

I once saw a case in consultation with Dr. Clark, and, after a 
careful examination, gave an unfavorable prognosis and decided 
against an operation. A distinguished surgeon in New York 
afterwards differed with me, and was anxious to operate. She de- 
clined having it done, and died ten months afterwards. I am 
satisfied that if this lady had been operated upon, the disease 
would have returned, and she would not have been benefited by 
the operation. 

I was consulted some time ago by a patient of Dr. Johnson, 
with a scrofulous scirrhus in her breast, and was very anxious to 
have it removed by an operation. I decided against it, believing 
it would prove unsuccessful. She was soon afterwards operated 
on in one of our cities, and died in two weeks. 

Many of the profession are of the opinion that the operation is 
never successful, as the disease will always return; but this is not 
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so, for I have seen successful cases that presented the true cancer- 
cell and nuclei under the microscope. I recently saw one of my 
patients, from whom I removed a scirrhous breast, upwards of 
nine years ago, in whom there was an hereditary predisposition to 
eancer, her mother and others of the family having died with it, 
yet this woman is in good health, and entirely free from any indi- 
cation of the disease. 

I always keep my patients, after operation, and some time after 
the wound heals, upon alterative doses of the solution of hydrio- 
date of arsenic and mercury and milk diet, and, excepting one 
case, I have never had the disease return. 

In concluding these remarks, I would ask whether, in those cases 
of cancer that will not admit of an operation, we should abandon 
them to their fate, without an effort to save them. I think not. 
Let me ask your attention to a remark of Robert Druitt, Esq., 
taken from a paper read before the London Medical Society in 
January of last year :— 

“In case of cancer, the general practice of the profession 
seems to be so far as regards extirpation, as sound in principle 
as the present state of knowledge permits it to be. Regarding 
the treatment of cases not capable of extirpation, I have reason 
to know that the vague term malignant, and the idea of death 
through cachexia, operate most unfavorably, by inducing the 
surgeon to neglect palliative treatment; but if the opinion 
were acted upon which I believe to be the just one, that cancer 
as a rule, destroys life as other diseases do by its local effects, 
then the surgeon would feel that every particle of skin he can 
save from excoriation, every portion of the foul and irritable 
ulcer he can cleanse, or soothe, will be so much taken from one 
palpable cause of death. I know of one case in particular in 
which the more than commonly assiduous use of common means, 
especially blackwash and bismuth, were of immense service in 
prolonging life. As to general treatment, much may be hoped 
for, from the persevering use of means to neutralize pain and 
exhaustion. At present all treatment of cancer is palliative and 
directed against local manifestations and their results. But when 
we consider that ten years ago, before Hughes Bennet taught us 
the use of cod-liver oil, consumption was almost regarded in the 
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same light, we surely need not yet despair of finding some sub- 
stance which may destroy and eliminate what is noxious, or sup- 
ply what is deficient, and so bring this intractable disease within 
the proper sphere of therapeutics.” 

Reavitur, N. J., March, 1855. 


Art. VIL—Post-mortem Examination in the Case of Unnaturally 
Prolonged Utero-gestation, reported in the March Number of this 
Journal. 

Waite House, March 16, 1855. 

S. W. Butter, M.D. 

Dear Sir: Dr. Honeyman has politely furnished me with the 
autopsy of Mrs. Marian Alpaugh, the patient whose case is re- 
lated on 112 and following pages of the last number of the RE- 
PORTER, which I now present to its readers. 

“The body was opened thirty hours after death by Drs. Blake 
and Honeyman. As the friends were collecting to attend the 
funeral, a hurried examination was made, and no notes taken on 
the spot, but they jointly aver the following to be the condition 
of things:— 

“Body very much emaciated; lower extremities and cellular 
tissue of the loins quite infiltrated and anasarcous; the child was 
contained within the uterus—presentation of the head ; the ute- 
rine walls were nearly of the ordinary thickness at full time— 
adhesions many, and quite firm between the uterus and abdomi- 
nal walls (peritoneum); no attempt at ulceration in any part of 
the uterus discovered. The child was of the usual length. When 
taken out of the uterus and held up by the head, to convince the 
friends that the body contained a real foetus, it resembled a natu- 
ral skeleton—the muscles and all the soft parts being nearly 
absorbed ; the bones were held together by the natural ligaments. 
The bones of the scalp separated readily on handling. No pla- 
centa or umbilical cord was observed. 

“Dr. Blake authorizes me to say that the above are the facts 
of the case. You will use them as you think best in drawing up 
the statement for publication.” 
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The foregoing interesting communication was not received by 
me until some time after I had forwarded my article for publica- 
tion in the REPORTER, 

In addition, permit me to say—Dr. Blackfan states that the 
pains which Mrs. Alpaugh had when he was called in, had no 
effect upon the os uteri, and I was mistaken in saying that they 
never returned—they did return in a slight degree the following 
night, but never afterwards. The lactation which followed was 
abundant, and one of the mammez suppurated. There was a 
gradual subsidence of the abdominal tumor—the prime vise were 
frequently disordered—the patient became anemic from deficient 
nutrition—the feet became cedematous—pains resembling rheu- 
matism affected her loins and thighs, and slow hectic was esta- 
blished. Very respectfully, 

Wa. JoHnson, 


PROCEEDINGS OF MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


Art. VIIl.—Zxtracts from the Minutes of the New York Patholo- 
gical Society. Specially reported for the New Jersey Medical 
Reporter, by E. Lez Jones, M. D. (of Demilt Dispensary, 23d 
St. and 2d Avenue), Secretary of the Society. 


REGULAR MEETING, Jan. 24, 1855. 





Infant Mortality—its Increase-—Dr. CLARK, in connection with 
the cases of atrophy and deaths from inanition presented by Dr. 
Finnell at last meeting, read statistics showing the great increase 
of mortality in children under five years of age—the deaths at 
the present time being nearly twice as great in proportion to 
population as they were fifty years since. He thought the mat- 
ter demanded careful inquiry, and should be submitted to the city 
authorities. 

Dr. Hotcoms moved that Dr. Clark be requested to draw up 
a statement in accordance with these facts, and that the same be 
presented to the corporate authorities. 

Adventitious Growth—Dr. CLARK presented the adventitious 
growth removed by Dr. Kissam from the other ear of the case 
exhibited by him at the previous meeting. The same appearance 
existed as in the other case, with the exception that the under 
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surface was covered with cerumen. The sense of hearing was 
entirely restored. 

Aortic Aneurism.—Dr. CLARK presented the heart, lungs, aorta, 

and trachea of a man who was an inmate of Bellevue Hospital 
laboring under aortic aneurism. The disease was recognized. 
The aorta could be felt distinctly pulsating. There was no bruit. 
His general health was tolerably good: was at times subject to 
attacks of dyspnoea, which became more frequent and prolonged. 
During one of these paroxysms he suddenly died. Ten days be- 
fore death he raised blood copiously. Post mortem revealed an- 
eurism of the aorta. The clot was of considerable size, and the 
tumor adherent to sternum. On the posterior face of the aneu- 
rism was the trachea, in which were two ulcerations, communi- 
cating directly with the aneurismal tumor. Several smaller ones 
were on the trachea, which seemingly commenced on the mucous 
membrane. The lungs showed the well-marked appearance of 
pulmonary apoplexy. Scattered over their surface were masses 
of various sizes, of a dark red color, occupying about two-thirds 
of the lung tissue. 

A healthy looking kidney not always healthy.—Dr. CLARK also 
exhibited a kidney which to the eye seemed perfectly healthy, 
but microscopic examination showed its substance to be filled 
with fatty globules, small, but very numerous. He cited this as 
another illustration of the fact that the unassisted eye was not 
always sufficient to detect disease of this organ. 

Effusion and clot on the Brain —Dr. CLARK presented for Dr. 
Matthews the brain of a man, who became suddenly insensible in 
the street, one month since. On recovering from this condition, 
it was found that he was paralyzed on the left side. He continued 
in this state, scarcely ever speaking, doing whatever he was told, 
being nearly half stupefied. He became comatose two days pre- 
vious to death. Post mortem examination showed the existence 
of a moderate sized clot in right lateral ventricle, over the optic 
thalamus. The clot had lost its dark color. The small additional 
effusion, which probably occurred two days previous to death, 
was doubtless the immediate cause of death. 

Dr. CLARK also presented from Mr. Trainor, the brain of a 
man, the inmate of one of our charities, who was not regarded 
as being very sick. He was employed in working about the 
institution. On Thursday last, he was disinclined to work, and 
there was observed an unusual brightness of the eye. On Satur- 
day the same state continued. At night he was very wakeful, 
and towards morning was reported as dying. On being visited, 
he could give no account of himself. No pulse could be felt. 
Croton oil was administered, which produced several operations. 
He gradually grew comatose, and died on Sunday. The post 
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mortem examination gave evidence only of intense redness, blood 
being effused under the arachnoid membrane. 

Adventitious Growth again—Dr. HoLcomsB mentioned two or 
three cases he had,seen in Dr. Wild’s wards similar to the foreign 
growths removed by Dr. Kissam from the ear of a lady. Dr. 
Peaslee remarked, that it was a matter of much practical import- 
ance and interest whether a veritable growth alone, independent 
of a diseased state of the cuticle, could cause deafness; for sul- 
phurous acid gas, which is well known to be destructive of all 
the fungi, would cure it. Dr. Clark said that it was a subject for 
future observation. 

Atheromatous Deposit—Dr. Conant presented the heart, and 
arch of the aorta of a female having an atheromatous deposit 
above the valve of the aorta. He thought it interesting as to 
what influence the deposit exerted in causing roughness. Dr. 
Clark did not think it could produce any very marked unusual 
murmur, or sound, and supposed the murmur was caused by a 
little aneurismal expansion behind one of the valves. 

Pelvic Abscess—Dr. PEASLEE presented two uteri with the 
related parts, showing the effects of pelvic abscess. The first was 
from an Irish woman, unmarried, 24 years of age, of very fair 
complexion, who, fourteen weeks before death, was under treat- 
ment in the country by a physician, who told her that she had 
disease of the uterus. Six weeks before death, she was attacked 
with dysentery, as was believed, and two weeks after this, was 
admitted into the Cholera Hospital under the supervision of Dr. 
D. S. Conant, to be treated for cholera. The symptoms of that 
disease were soon relieved, but she died in four weeks of con- 
tinued symptoms of dysentery. Post mortem. The colon was 
found intensely inflamed throughout. The present specimen 
shows the uterus anteflexed, ~ inclined to the left, and the 
rectum, at its upper part, depressed, and inclined to the right. 
The cavity of an abscess exists under the right Fallopian tube, 
and ovary, extending behind the displaced uterus (the abscess 
being doubtless the cause of the displacement), and opening into 
the rectum at its upper extremity, this being drawn down, and 
displaced to the right as already described. The right ovary is 
atrophied to less than half its usual size, but not structurally im- 
plicated in the abscess. 

The second specimen was obtained from a subject on the dis 
secting table, nothing being known of the case, except that the 
woman died in a jaundiced state, and had a fatty liver, as well as 
the pelvic abscess about to be described. A large abscess is 
found almost entirely to have destroyed the substance of the left 
ovary, and this had discharged by several small openings, appa- 
rently into the cul-de-sac between the uterus and the rectum, 
Inflammation of the peritoneum thus ensued, the effect of which 
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was to glue the small intestines in a mass across the pelvis, and 
thus roof over the cul-de-sac, and prevent the matter escaping 
among the convolutions of the alimentary canal. Finally, the 
matter thus confined had been discharged through an opening 
four lines in diameter, into the vagina at the bottom of the cul- 
de-sac ; and through two smaller openings into the rectum also, 
three and a half inches above the anus. A layer of exuded 
plasma still covered all the surfaces forming the boundaries of 
the cavity in which the matter had passed from its original place 
of formation. Dr. Peaslee remarked that these specimens had 
presented to him several points of interest. He had seen five 
cases of pelvic abscess within the past nine months, with whose 
history he was familiar. The patients were all females, four of 
them being unmarried, and the other (36 years of age) not hav- 
ing borne a child for the last seven years. In all, the disease 
dated from some unusual exposure at the time of the catamenial 
flow. In every case symptoms occurred, which might naturally 
enough have been attributed to dysentery alone, had not the true 
nature of the disease been ascertained; and in every case, matter 
had been evacuated by the rectum. In one case it was said to 
have been passed from the vagina also; but from the very fre- 
quent mistake of mere vaginal mucus or a common leucorrhceal 
discharge (purulent, or otherwise) for matter discharged from an 
abscess, we may doubt if this was the fact. The second specimen 
just shown, demonstrates the possibility of a discharge through 
both the rectum and the vagina at the same time. The discharge 
in the five cases occurred in from three to five weeks after the 
first inflammatory symptoms were developed. 

We may learn practically from these specimens, the propriety 
of seasonably opening a pelvic abscess, either from the vagina or 
the rectum according to circumstances; so far as its mere evacu- 
ation is concerned. And in this point of view merely, it should 
be opened from the one of these two canals in which fluctuation 
is most distinct. 

There is another point of view, however, Dr. Peaslee remarked, 
in regard to which the point selected for the opening is of very 
great importance. He alluded to the ultimate effects of a spon- 
taneous opening into the rectum in producing a sérictwre of that 
canal. In three of the five cases alluded to, a stricture occurred 
in consequence of the 5 into the rectum. In one of these 
Dr. Peaslee was at first led to suspect scirrhus, but the treatment 
adopted has removed all suspicion of any malignant disease. In 
another case, now under treatment, he would have made the same 
mistake were it not for his previous experience. In this last 
case, the stricture would not allow a No.7 catheter to pass through 
it. Dr. Peaslee divided it freely with ° bistoury, and now (at 


the end of two weeks) it admits a bougie use iach in diameter. 
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In these three cases the stricture commenced within four inches 
of the anus. With a view to avoid this ultimate effect of a pel- 
vic abscess discharging into the rectum, Dr. Peaslee thought it 
better, if fluctuation could be felt from the vagina, to withdraw 
the matter through that canal. <A stricture would be less likely 
to form, doubtless, if an abscess were seasonably opened, than if 
left to open spontaneously ; but if a stricture is to occur, it would, 
under most circumstances, be desirable in the vagina, rather than 
in the other canal. While suggesting this operation, instead of 
the opening from the rectum, Dr. Peaslee would also say in re- 
gard to the suggestion made by Dr. Sayre at the last meeting (as 
Dr. Peaslee was not then present) to open from the vagina in 
some cases of ascites, instead of the usual operation through the 
linea alba—that a patient of whom he had the care, in part, had 
been tapped five times in this way: and that the puncture 
through the cul-de-sac, between the uterus and the rectum, had 
always healed at once, without the least difficulty, the patient 
having been kept in bed four or five days after the operation. 
At one of these tappings 106 Ibs. of fluid had been withdrawn, 
and 103 lbs. at another. 

Congestion of Stomach_—Dr. FINNELL presented the stomach of 
@ man twenty-four years of age, of robust constitution, who had 
been drinking excessively for the last ten days. At one P. M., 
to-day, he was found dead in bed. The stomach was found in- 
tensely injected, [and contained] abundant, thick, tenacious 
mucus, and was much contracted. Dr. Clark remarked that, 
from his observation, it was “raw rum” only, which caused that 
intense, red congestion, similar to the specimen before the Society. 
He doubted its being inflammation, and thought the appearance 
would have subsided had he lived twenty-four hours longer. 
Evidences of gastritis rarely existed after hard drinking. Dr. 
Cox mentioned a patient, at present under his treatment, who 
had been indulging freely in drinking. He vomited blood; no 
tenderness of the stomach existed, and he thought that it was not 
inflammation, but simply congestion. Dr. Peaslee considered 
vomiting of blood as the best thing that could happen, as a means 
of remedying inflammation. Dr. Clark observed that the “rum 
stomach” so called, was only induced by the continual irritation 
of frequent stimulants, and that the cause of congestion must be 
repeated to induce that appearance. 
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WE are under obligations to attentive friends in Connecticut, 
for sending us the transactions of the Medical Society of that 
State for the past four years. Having carefully perused these 
transactions, we have been very favorably impressed with the 
intelligence and industry exhibited through them by our Con- 
necticut brethren; and there is a neatness and order, both in the 
printing and in the entire arrangement of the transactions which 
does credit to the Society. From the amount and character of the 
business transacted, we infer that there is a system and intelli- 
gence in the manner of conducting the meetings of the Society, 
which we heartily wish could be imitated in some other of our 
medical organizations. 

We have heard it remarked that Dr. Jonathan Knight, of New 
Haven, is the best President who has ever presided over the de- 
liberations of the American Medical Association. If such is the 
case, may it not be in part, at least, attributable to the system and 
order to which he has been accustomed in the meetings of the 
society of his own State? 

In one of these reports we find an address by the late George 
Sumner, M. D., on the early Physicians of Connecticut. A few 
short extracts will be interesting :— 
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Medical Licenses in the olden time.—‘“In the year 1652, the general court 

granted the first medical license by which Thomas Lord was authorized to 
ractice physic and surgery in Hartford and the adjoining towns. Thomas 

me belonged to a good family—was at times employed as a schoolmaster; 
had paid some attention to the mysteries of the healing art, and was prob- 
ably as well qualified to practice medicine as any other member of the 
colony. Fifteen pounds was to be his annual salary, so long as he devoted 
his time and attention to the sick and suffering members of the colony. 
The fee-table of Dr. Lord, as established by the General Assembly, he hav- 
ing promised to charge no more, deserves to be transcribed for your especial 
notice.” 

“Thos. Lord having engaged to this court to continue his abode in Hart- 
ford for the next ensuing year, and to improve his best skill among the in- 
habitants of the towns upon the river, within this jurisdiction, both for set- 
ting of bones and otherwise, as at all times, occasions and necessities may 
require: This court doth grant, that he shall be paid by the country the sum 
of fifteen pounds for the said ensuing year, and they also declare that for every 
visit or journey, that he shall take or make, being sent for, to.any house in 
Hartford, twelve pence is reasonable ; to any house in Windsor, five shillings ; 
to any house in Wethersfield, three shillings ; to any house in Farmington, 
six shillings; to any house at Mattabeseck or Middletown, eight shillings (he 
having promised that he will require no more), and that he shall be freed, 
for the time aforesaid, from watching, warding and training, but not from 
finding arms according to law.” 


In those early times, physicians often performed the duties also 
of clergymen and magistrates. The following brief history shows 
how ably the duties of the three offices were discharged by one 
gifted man :-— 


Clerical Physicians—Dr. Bulkley—‘ The character, family, and fame of 
Gershom Bulkley are worth consideration. He was the son of Rev. Peter 
Bulkley, an emigrant from England who settled at Concord, Massachusetts. 
Dr. Bulkley was born in 1635, while his parents were on their voyage from 
England to this country; graduated at the College in Cambridge—married 
the daughter of Rev. Doct. Chauncey, and was regarded as one of the most 
distinguished men of the county. He pursued the study of divinity and 
medicine for a few years, and then removed to Connecticut. After this he 
was the pastor of the churches at New London and at Wethersfield, for 
about twenty years. In the meantime the colonial government raised a 
force of three hundred and fifty men, to resist the aggression of their Indian 
neighbors. Mr. Bulkley was chosen surgeon of the forces, and appointed 
one of the council of war. He then relinquished his ministerial duties, and 
was released from the obligations of his pastoral office—received a license 
to practice medicine in the colony; removed to Glastenbury, and devoted the 
last thirty years of a useful life to the cares and responsibilities of the medi- 
cal profession. To chemistry with its useful researches, to alchemy and its 
visionary speculations, and to philosophy as a cardinal braneh of medical 
knowledge, he was much devoted; and his laboratory was well furnished 
with retorts, crucibles and all the apparatus for performing experiments, and 
he was particularly eminent for his skill in chemistry. His children were 
respectable in their character and connections, and all settled around him. 
One son was the physician of Wethersfield, and died early in life; one was 
a clergyman and physician in Colchester, where he became eminent in both 

rofegsions ; and one wasafarmer and magistrate in his immediate neighbor- 
Pood. His daughters were all married, and their children became the com- 
fort and solace of his old age. He was also a magistrate, who maintained the 
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dignity of his station, while he dispensed charity to the weak and justice to 
all; his opinions were always received with great respect. 

It is worthy of notice that the first case of medical jurisprudence in the 
colony—perhaps the first in the country—was referred to him for an opinion. 

Mary Brown, of Wallingford, was brought to trial for the murder of her 
son: as it was known that she had been subject to paroxysms of insanity, the 
court and the jury were in some perplexity relative to their own course of 
proceeding. To release themselves from this embarrassing position, the court 
granted leave to the jurors to consult the most learned men in the colony and 
obtain their advice. They applied to Dr. Bulkley, whose character as a divine, 
whose opinion as a physician, and whose judgment as a magistrate, were all 
held in high estimation. The following is the summary of his opinion: ‘If 
she were not compos mentis at the time of the fact it is no felony, and conse- 
quently no wilful or malicious murder; and if she be known to be a lunatic, 
though she have her lucid intervals, there had need be very good and satis- 
factory proof that she was compos mentis at the time of the fact committed, 
for the law favors life.’ The legal opinion from which the above extract is 
taken was in advance of the age, nd pooksdllly averted the doom of the un- 
happy woman who was on her trial for the murder of her child.” 

“ Dr. Bulkley died at Glastenbury in the year 1713, at the age of 78. From 
an inscription upon his ‘obscure and modest gravestone’ in the churchyard 
at Wethersfield, it appears that he was regarded as a man of rare abilities 
and extraordinary industry—excellent in learning—master of many lan- 
guages—exquisite in his skill in divinity, physic and law, and of a most em- 
emplary and Christian life.” 


We are not sure but the Connecticut “General Assembly” was, 
at this time, more faithful to the interests of the science of medi- 
cine than many of our medical colleges are at this day, as it seems 
to have been no easy matter to procure a license “to practice 
physic and chirurgery” from the Assembly. As an instance, 
Wm. Blogget, of Plainfield, applied for a license in 1721, highly 
recommended by many of the residents of Plainfield and Canter- 
bury, where he had practiced “sundry years” to the great satis- 
faction of the people, supported also by “the judgment and appro- 
bation of divers able doctors in the neighboring governments.” 
But, unfortunately for poor Blogget, his petition showed “ plainly 
enough that he was an illiterate man, who could not with pro- 
priety be reckoned with the members of any learned profession,” 
and his petition was refused. We think Blogget would have been 
“put through” by one of our medical colleges, and certainly by 
the legislature of this State. 

There was another mode of licensing practitioners in those days, 
which, however, did not carry the weight and authority that a 
license from the General Assembly did. The following will serve 
as a specimen :— 


Certificates.—“ This may certify whom it may concern that I y* subscriber 
for two years time have given Thomas Thompson at Farmington sundry 
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directions in y* mysteries of physic and chirurgery and doe find that y* said 
Thompson hath made a considerable progress in said arts and withal finding 
him to be very careful in his practice and administration—doe judge him to 
be a man as likely to do good in said mysteries as any man I know of that is 
not advantaged with college learning.” 

“Farmington, March y* 29th, 1703. 

“Tuomas Hastinos, licensed phisician, &c.” 


“This may certify that I the subscriber do judge the above said Thos: 
Thompson has a considerable insight in the art of physic and chirurgery and 
has for many years practiced the said art and with good success in his ad- 
ministrations. 

“ Farmington, May the 12th, 1721. 

“ Samve Porter, allowed chirurgeon.” 

In the proceedings of 1854, we notice among the “ resolutions 
now in force,” one to the effect that clergymen “should be charged 
the same fees as other citizens, and that it shall not be considered 
dishonorable to collect the same.” Time was when the office of 
the clergyman was almost uniformly associated, in the minds of 
medical men, with all that was self-sacrificing, reverential and 
holy. But, so many clergymen have of late years stepped down 
from the dignity of their office, to employ, recommend, advertise, 
and preach in favor of some favorite form of quackery, that medi- 
cal men are beginning to weigh the obligations that exist on their 
part towards them asa body. We have no doubt that in this 
matter a few indiscreet individuals, to use the mildest term—do 
injury to the whole body of the clergy. 

The Dissertation for 1854, by Wm. B. Casey, M. D., of Middle- 
town, on “ some diseases of the cervix uteri,” is an exceedingly interest- 
ing and practical paper. Dr. Casey is very properly, we think, an 
advocate of the moderate use of the speculum uteri. Speaking 
of the ailments to which pregnant women are liable, Dr. C. uses 
the following language :— 

Complaints of Pregnancy.— My brethren of the Society will pardon me 
for expressing the opinion, that pregnant women receive too little considera- 
tion and treatment at the hands of our profession. We are, perhaps, too apt 
to consider the ailments to which such women are subject, as merely ‘ symp- 
toms’—as something which is a natural and necessary consequence of gra- 
vidity, not requiring, and not to be benefited by any medical treatment. And 
herein I think we labor under an erroneous belief; and am well persuaded 
that a ‘masterly inactivity’ in many of these cases, does injustice not only to 
our suffering patients, but to our own professional skill and remedial means. 
I am well satisfied, that the excessive nausea—with which some females suf- 
fer from the very moment almost of conception—the uterine pains—the vesical 
and vaginal irritations—the leucorrhea—the ten thousand little difficulties 


with which a poor woman ‘in the family way’ is afflicted, are not only symp- 
toms, but often morbid symptoms; and that when applied to for their relief 
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or mitigation, we should not content ourselves with prescribing some simple 
placebo to amuse the patient’s mind, and keep up her spirits merely, but 
should take such measures for her effectual relief, as we would adopt under 
other and ordinary circumstances.” 

“Furthermore, I have very little doubt that nine-tenths, or at all events, a 
very large proportion of the abortions and miscarriages which take place, are 
due to actual disease of the cervix uteri; and that many of these ‘ accidents’ 
might be prevented by timely and proper application to the part diseased. 
Nor is this a matter merely of opinion: its truth rests upon the observations 
of numerous careful and skilful practitioners ; and I can draw upon my own 
limited experience for facts which prove the truth not only of the main propo- 
sition, but of its adjunct also; for I am quite sure that I have in several in- 
stances, by appropriate topical treatment, prevented the occurrence of this 
much to be deprecated misfortune.” 


In regard to displacements of the uterus, Dr. Casey says :— 


Displacements of the Uterus.—“It was no part of my design to say much 
with regard to the displacements of the uterus, although, entertaining as I do 
the idea that displacement seldom occurs unconnected with disease of the 
organ, I might with propriety have devoted some moments to its consideration. 
I am quite satisfied that many of the symptoms attributed to prolapsus uteri ; 
such for instance as pain in the back, a bearing down sensation, vaginal dis- 
charge, irritable bladder, &.—depend frequently more upon congestion of 
the organ than upon a simple change of its position. How few women, indeed, 
are there, who have borne children, in whom the womb retains its natural 
situation! But further, it is very often the fact that in cases where the symp- 
toms referred to are most urgent and distressing, the degree of displacement 
is very slight and almost inappreciable; while on the other hand, as I have 
more than once seen, a woman shall have so great a degree of prolapsus, that 
the neck of the womb fairly protrudes between the labia, and yet she is able 
to take long walks, and even perform much actual labor with but very little 
trouble or suffering.” 


There is one fact in connection with the topical treatment of 
diseases of the neck of the uterus which Dr. Casey states as fol- 
lows :— 


Effect of local treatment on sterility.—‘ All physicians who have paid much 
attention to uterine diseases, and especially to the treatment of these by the 
modern method, cannot but have noticed that many of their patients previ- 
ously, or for a long time before, sterile, have, soon after undergoing the topi- 
cal treatment recommended in this essay, conceived, and gone safely through 
the period of gestation. Now if this proves anything, it shows the beneficial 
influence of local remedies upon the Soom structure and organ. The 
uterus, when much affected by disease, is not very apt to discharge its physio- 
logical duties with regularity and certainty; and when, after a long recu- 
sance of these duties, it again takes on and performs its proper functions, I 
think the fact furnishes tolerably strong evidence that a change for the better 
has been effected; and if we are ever right in arguing ‘post hoc, ergo propter 
hoc,’ certainly this immediate connection between cause and effect manifested 
in the treatment of diseases of the cervix by direct local application, pretty 
thoroughly establishes their present power and permanent utility.” 


And in conclusion, he says :— 


Perseverance in Treatment recommended.—‘“ I should not have satisfactorily 
performed the duty which I assigned myself in the selection of my subject, 
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were I to omit a caution, especially needed in the management of uterine 
diseases ; and that is, not to consider them cured, when only partially re- 
lieved. Perhaps in no class of cases is there a stronger tendency to ww’ Rana 
than in those of which I have been speaking. The physician should there- 
fore be quite sure that every vestige of disease is removed, before he pro- 
nounces his patient well; and even then he should charge her particularly 
to use great care in avoiding undue exertions, and all other causes which he 
knows may be likely to induce a return of the complaint. The locality of 
the disease, and the peculiar nature of the treatment, are such that both 
physician and patient are anxious to get through with it as soon as possible; 
and doubtless, in some instances the practitioner may fail to effect a radical 
cure for want of sufficient perseverance in the course commenced. I allude 
to this, because it is not unlikely to occur, awd possibly an objection to the 
method of treating these diseases might be taken from the fact that it had 
sometimes failed in its object, when in truth the reason for its failure was to 
be looked for in its premature discontinuance.” 


The sixty-fourth annual meeting of the New Hampshire Medi- 
cal Society was held at Concord, on the 6th and 7th of June last. 
The proceedings evince a good deal of industry and effort on the 
part of the members to advance the interests of medicine in that 
State. This seems to be the first year that the transactions have 
been published in full for distribution. The President, Prof. 
Albert Smith, M. D., of Dartmouth College, delivered an instruct- 
ive address on “Conservatism in Medicine.” Andrew McFarland, 
M.D., Physician and Superintendent of the Illinois State Hospital 
for the Insane, pronounced an oration before the Society on “ The 
Poetry of the Medical Profession.” Our author finds more poetry 
in the medical profession than we ever gave it credit for. He 
must have been a fortunate man—plenty of money to “ start” on— 
well paid—and no long country rides o’dark, stormy nights! Dr. 
Wm. H. H. Mason furnishes a dissertation on an important sub- 
ject, viz: “ The necessity of a knowledge of the chemical changes that 
take place in the human body while in a state of disease.” 


The Medical Society of the State of New York met at Albany 
Feb. 7th, 1854, and adjourned on the 9th. We perceive by the 
minutes that an improved plan of reporting was adopted, by which 
it is intended to insure special reports on various subjects, includ- 
ing the department of epidemiology. It has been customary for 
the Society to appoint a committee to attend upon the examin- 
ations in the medical colleges of the city of New York. This 
committee received prompt invitations from the College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons, and from the New York Medical College, to 
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be present at their examinations; but the faculty of the medical 
department of New York University in a written communication 
refused this privilege to the committee, assigning as reasons for 
the refusal the embarrassment which the presence of the com- 
mittee would occasion to the students—the uncertainty of the 
uniform attendance of the examiners—the danger of a conflict 
of opinion between the faculty and the committee as to the quali- 
fications of the student, and the special position occupied by the 
college in relying for support not on the profession of the State 
of New York alone, but on that of every State of the Union; if, 
therefore, the student should be examined before a mixed board, 
that board should consist of an equal number of delegates from 
every State of the Union! As will be easily perceived, these rea- 
ging of the question. The medical depart- 


or 
oo 


sons are a mere be 


ment of New York University has uniformly, we believe, arrayed 


itself in opposition to the recommendations of both the Medical 
Society of its own State and the American Medical Association. 
Whether the sober second-thought of the profession will sustain 
it in such a high-handed course remains to be seen. We hope that 
its course will be changed before it receives a stern rebuke by the 
desertion of students from its halls until it shows some respect to 
our medical organizations. By the adoption of the following 
resolution, it will be seen that the Medical Society of the State of 
New York emphatically condemns its course: 

Resolved, That the refusal of the University Medical College of New York 
City, to admit the committee appointed by the State Medical Society, in 1853, 
to be present at the examination of their students for medical degrees, is 
uncourteous to the Society; the reasons assigned unsatisfactory, and the 
effect upon the medical profession, injurious. 


The resolution was adopted, and delegates were requested to call the atten- 
tion of county societies to the subject. Adopted. 


The President chose as the subject of his address “ Zhe claims 
of the Medical Profession.” 

Dr. W. H. H. Parkhurst, of Herkimer County, communicated 
a paper of uncommon interest relating a case of 


Extra-Uterine Conception.—The facts of the case are briefly these: ‘“‘Re- 
becca Smith was born in 1775; was married in 1795 to Amos Eddy. In 
1802, she became pregnant. The symptoms attending the early stages of her 
pregnancy were not uncommon. As the different months passed away, 
quickening took place at the usual time, and after that, motions of the child 
were felt during the remaining part of nine months. At the expiration of 
eight months and a half, while preparing a boiled dinner in a large kettle 





— 
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suspended from a crane over the fire, the hook gave way suddenly, precipi- 
tating the kettle with its contents into the fire, scattering the latter in every 
direction. Of course such an occurrence would produce fright and conster- 
nation, particularly on a woman in the situation of Mrs. E. ; the consequence 
of which was, that in two or three hours labor pains came on; her physician 
was summoned, who told her that he thought the labor could not last more 
than three hours. The pains, however, gradually subsided, and the doctor 
was never again summoned. From this time Mrs. Eddy’s health failed, and 
she was confined to her bed altogether. A consultation was called of the 
most eminent medical men whose services could be obtained, who united in the 
opinion that the case was not one of pregnancy, but of some peculiar uterine 
growth. At the expiration of about one year and a half, after the most severe 
suffering, her health began slowly to improve. During her illness she be- 
came greatly emaciated, though her bulk of abdomen did not very much 
diminish. After she had recovered sufficiently to enable her to travel, she 
consulted physicians wherever she could find skill, or hear of medical men that 
could possibly remove the many doubts of her case. It was all, however, to 
no purpose, as her case remained an enigma during the time that intervened 
between her recovery and the time of her death: she enjoyed the most perfect 
health, with the exception of occasional attacks of severe colic and a spasmodic 
contraction of the abdominal muscles, often requiring the attendance of her 
physician. She however affirms that she felt the motions of the fcetus for 
many years after the expiration of the ordinary time of utero-gestation. After 
she recovered her general health, the secretive function of the uterus became 
re-established, and continued in a regular and healthy manner until the 
usual period of about forty-five, when it ceased in the usual gradual way.” 

“This woman would carry her burden, and do the ordinary business of 
her household, and endure it with perfect ease. She died with chronic diar- 
rheea in 1852, aged seventy-seven. At the age of seventy-six she would 
walk five miles to the village and back, as quick as any girl at the age of 
twenty; and this she would do as often as every two weeks, in good 
weather.” 

“The report of the post-mortem examination is very meagre. A perfectly 
formed child, weighing six pounds, was found, having no adhesions or con- 
nection with the mother, except to the Fallopian tubes, and the bloodvessels 
which nourished it, which bloodvessels were given off from the mesenteric 
arteries. The tumor had become encysted, being almost entirely enveloped 
in a firm, dense cartilage.” 


Dr. Alden March communicates a practical paper on Penetrat- 
ing Wounds of the Abdomen, with Punctured Wound of the In- 
testines, and on Penetrating Wounds of the Larynx. 

Dr. Samuel Shumway has a paper from which we quote a few 
sentences :— 


Dislocated Femur—Reduction.—“ On further examination, we found an ex- 
tensive contusion on the fore part and inside of the thigh, near the groin, 
and also a dislocation of the femur, backward and upward, on the dorsum 
ilii. 

We then administered ether, so as to blunt sensibility without producing 
full anzsthesia, and proceeded to reduce it, in a way which I had practiced 
before (to wit), by flexing the leg on the thigh, the thigh on the pelvis, diago- 
nally to the opposite side, thus using the femur as a lever, and the tro- 
chanter as a fulcrum, to throw the head of the bone on a level with the mar- 
gin of the socket ; and then, by a sweep outward and downward, throw the 
head of the bone into the socket. 
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Remarks.—I have reported this case not so much for any novelty there is 
in it, as to give due credit to the source of my information. 

It was my privilege to attend, in the session of 1815-16, the lectures of 
that veteran, common-sense surgeon, Dr. Nathan Smith, at the medical de- 
partment of Yale College, where [ saw him demonstrate to his class, on the 
skeleton, this mode of reducing a dislocated femur. 

It will be recollected that, at the annual meeting of this Society, in 1852, 
a paper was read, purporting to be from Dr. Reid, of Rochester, in which he 
demonstrates very scientifically, this mode of reduction, and I think, dis- 
tinctly claimed it as a discovery of his own; and the claim seemed to have 
been conceded by the distinguished surgeons who examined, and reported on 
the paper. 

It is conceded that it is no detraction from the merit of a discoverer, if his 
discovery was made prior to or simultaneously by another person, without 
any concert, or knowledge of each other’s investigations; but it is a remark- 
able instance of the snail pace, and difficult diffusibility of truth, if a dis- 
covery can be made, and publicly taught to numerous classes, and those 
classes scattered all over the country, and, after a lapse of forty years, this 
same discovery should be put forth as new, and received as such in the 
highest circles of science.” 

Dr. J. V. P. Quackenbush, in an address communicated by the 
Albany County Medical Society, has some well-timed remarks on 
Prolapsus of the Bladder in Pregnancy, and the danger of inter- 
fering with “tumors” that occur in the vagina during the period 
of utero-gestation. These “tumors” may in most cases be cured 
by the catheter. 

The Onondaga Medical Society communicates an interesting 
address by its President, Dr. Jonathan Kneeland, entitled “Ards 
to Medical Improvement.” He mentions particularly, as aids to 
medical improvement, the principle of association, the cultivation 
of close and accurate attention and observation, and pathological 
investigation. We like to see such sentiments diffused as are 
advocated by Dr. Kneeland in this essay. 


Although comparisons are odious, we feel compelled to say that 
the Transactions of the Medical Association of Southern Central 
New York, compare favorably with those of any medical organi- 
zation that we are cognizant of. If we were called upon to locate 
on earth a place that accorded with our idea of a paradise for 
physicians—a place where it is nature for doctors to agree, we 
would take the map, and draw a chalk-mark around the counties of 
Tioga, Tompkins, Chemung, Cortlandt, Broome, and Schuyler in 
the State of New York. We confidently predict the utter ex- 
termination of every species of quackery in that locality ere long. 
We cannot see how it can be otherwise with such a profession as 
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they have there, and we trust that no apple of discord will ever 
be thrown into their midst to mar the harmony that appears now 
to exist. As an example of the spirit of the Society, read the 
following from the minutes, being a portion of an afternoon's 
work :— 


“Dr. N. R. Derby communicated, through the Secretary, a report on the 
Surgery of Chemung County. 

Dr. P. B. Brooks read a series of cases in Surgery, which had occurred in 
his own practice 

Dr. Jerome presented a list of Surgical cases by Dr. Laning, also a detailed 
account of some of his own cases in that department. 

Dr. Laning read a report on the Epidemics, &c., of Tompkins Co. Dr, 
Eldridge read a communication on the same subject. 

Dr. Eldridge read the history of a case of Puerperal Convulsions, and also 
one on Membranous Croup. 

Dr. Laning communicated a case of Sloughing of the Caput Coli. 

Dr. Swain read the history of a case of Typhoid Fever. 

A case of Traumatic Phlebitis was communicated by Dr. Daniel Holmes, 
of Pa. 

Dr. L. H. Allen communicated through the Secretary, a case of Neuralgia. 

Dr. N. R. Derby communicated a case of Hypertrophy of the Heart, with 
Dilatation.” 


The President, Dr. Frederick Hyde, read an excellent address 
before the Society, and a “large audience” of ladies and gentle- 
men. His subject was 7'he importance of the Study of Anatomy and 
Physiology. Dr. Hyde very earnestly, and we hope effectively, 
advocated the popular diffusion of a knowledge of these branches 
of the science of man. 

Dr. Nelson Nivison communicates a paper on Opium and the 
Sulphate of Quinine as remedial agents. It is principally in that 
large and almost unclassifiable catalogue of diseases denominated 


fevers, that he discusses the employment of these agents. The 


doctor regards the function of innervation as at fault in nearly or 
quite all the various forms of fever, and a judicious use of opium 
and quinine, separately or in combination, is recommended for 
the purpose of combating the symptoms. And “at the hazard of 
being thought fanatical,” Dr. N. advocates the use of these agents 
in the phlegmasia. “ We have,” says he, “the temerity to assert 
that we have cured pleurisy, pueumonia, peritonitis, and kindred 
diseases with these remedies.” Views in accordance with the 
sentiments advanced by Dr. N. have been rapidly gaining ground 
in the profession of late. 

We would gladly go through this volume, and remark on each 
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paper separately (for they all possess value), but neither time or 
space will allow. There were /i/leen essays read before the Asso- 
ciation besides the President’s address. If any of our readers 
know of a medical society that can beat this, we should like to be 
informed of it. 


The Medical Society of Belmont County, Ohio, annually sends 
forth an excellent report of its sayings and doings. Ten essays 
were read before it at its last annual meeting. 

On the efficiency of its medical organizations rests the hope of 
our profession. 





Art. X.—1. Annual Report of the officers of the New Jersey State 
Lunatic Asylum, at Trenton, for the year 1854. Trenton, 1855. 
2. Second Biennial Report of the Board of Managers of the Missouri 

State Lunatic Asylum. Jefferson City, 1855. 
3. Report of the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, for the year 
1854. By THos. S. Kirksripz, M. D., Physician to the Insti- 


tution. Published by order of the Board of Managers: Phila- 
delphia, 1855. 

4. Reports of the Trustees and Superintendents of the Butler Hospital 
Sor the Insane, presented to the corporation at their annual meeting, 
Jan. 24th, 1855: Providence, R. I., 1855. 

5. Twelfth Annual Report of the Managers of the New York State 
Lunatic Asylum, Transmitted to the Legislature January 17th, 
1855: Albany, 1855. 


ACCORDING to the census of 1850, there were at that time within 
the limits of the United States, 15,768 insane, and 15,706 idiotic 
persons, making an aggregate of 31,474 of this unfortunate class 
of our fellow men for whose welfare every dictate of humanity 
impels us to provide. Happily for them, the benign influences 
of the Christian religion have taught mankind in that portion of 
the world where most of these unfortunates are found, to make 
provision for the comfort of those who are incurable, and the 
treatment of those whose cases are amenable to treatment. Most 
of the States of the Union have large and well built asylums 
for the treatment of the insane, where they receive every atten- 
tion calculated to ameliorate their sad condition. 
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The following tables will exhibit the facts of most general 
interest in relation to the various asylums whose reports lie before 

















us :— 
Number of Patients. 
N. Jersey. |Missount.| Pewn’s. | BR. 1 N. Yore. 
2 years. Tora. 
Date or Report Jan. 1, Nov. 27, | Jan.1, | Jan.1, | Nov. 30, 
1855. 1854. 1855. 1855 1854. 
Patients in the Asylum at 
date of last Report. 205 62 235 | 136 446 1084 
Received during the year , 123 123 178 | 80 390 894 
Under treatment during the 
year ' , : ‘ 828 185 413 | 216 836 1988 
Discharged recovered during 
the year . : : | 57 48 98 | 40 164 402 
Discharged improved during | | 
the year . . ‘ 29 | 7 82 20 42 130 
Discharged unimproved during 
the year . ° ; : 6 3 15 6 115 145 
Died. , ‘ ‘ ‘ 23 $8 | 26; 19 65 171 
Total discharged during the 
year : , . ; 115 91 190 85 886 | 867 
Remaining at date of report 218 | 94 223 | 131 450 1111 
{| May 15 | Jan. 16, 
‘ y d nog | ee ee, eee a: 
Asylum opened . ‘ L| 1848. | 1848 1843. 
Whole number received since 757 193 2576 | 663 4313 8502 
Sex of those Remaining in the Asylums. 
New Jenser MISSOURI. PENNSYLVANIA. R.I New Yor. Tora. 
’ M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 
108 105 53 41 117 106 654 77 226 224 658 553 


These reports do not all contain general statistics of nativity, 
condition, age, occupation, &c., or we might present our readers 
numerous interesting and instructive details under those heads. 

We hope that none of our readers will, because asylums are 
provided for the treatment of the insane, neglect to become ac- 
quainted with the principles on which a proper treatment is based, 
as this, in the early stages of the disease, is in most cases under 
the guidance of the general practitioner. 

A comparison of the number of males and females in the 
several asylums, serves to illustrate the remarkable influence of 
general laws on mental maladies. This influence would be still 
better illustrated, had we a larger amount of material to base our 
comparison on. 
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x» We have on our table a number of sanitary documents 
which it was our intention to notice this month, but for want of 
time and space they lie over. 





WORKS IN PRESS. 


THAT horrible ogre “the times,” which has the past few 
months pinched so many of all grades of society, has not passed 
by our friends, the publishers; consequently fewer books have 
been issued of late than usual. However, as times are mellow- 
ing, the probability is that we will soon have an inundation. 

The few that we have to announce this month, are of general 
interest to the profession :— 

S. S. & W. Woop of New York will soon issue the following: 
Diseases of Women and Children, by Gunning S. Bedford, M. D.,; 
The Practitioner's Pharmacopoeia and Universal Formulary, by 
John Foote, M. R.C.S., &.; On Diseases of the Kidney, by George 
Johnson, M. D., &c.; Atlas of Cutaneous Eruptions, by J. Moore 
Neligan, M. D., M. R. I. A., with colored plates. 

Dr. STEPHEN Situ, of New York, has an important work pre- 
paring for the press, entitled Medical Jurisprudence in its Applica- 
tion to the Practice of Medicine, Surgery, and Midwifery in the United 
States. 

Lippincott, GRAMBO & Co., of Philadelphia, expect this month 
to issue, in book form, the History of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation. This history will be accompanied by portraits and bio- 
graphical sketches of the Presidents of the Association. In this 
work our readers will recognize in a revised and improved form, 
a series of articles and illustrations that have appeared in the 
REPORTER during the past fifteen months, 
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EDITORIAL. 


DOMESTIC MEDICINES. 


Ir mankind, in general convention assembled, were allowed to 
vote on the question of death, or no death, we have little doubt 
but the hour of dissolution would be “postponed indefinitely,” 
by a majority that would laugh a veto to scorn. Yet there is no 
foregone conclusion so inevitable, as that the pathway of life, 
whether strewn with flowers or thorns, by a descent sometimes 
gentle, sometimes abrupt, ends in an open grave. This doom, 
however philosophically met, is met by the larger part of man- 
kind with great reluctance, and the drowning man who catches 
at a straw, is an apt illustration of the absurd, and irrational at- 
tempts often made to prolong life. It is this innate dread of 
death that has called into being the profession of medicine, and the 
business of the apothecary. It is this also that has led mankind to 
torture nature in pursuit of that chimera, the elixir of life, and 
induced so many mercenary individuals to speculate in human 
distress and infirmity as ruthlessly as they would in the funds of 
the stock exchange, if they had the ability. With what success 
this is done, may be seen in the palaces reared by quackery in 
most of our. large cities. 

It is astonishing to what extent the uncertain and often delete- 
rious preparations made by these men, are consumed by all classes 
of society; and there is no question but such a wholesale con- 
sumption of drugs, having no guarantee of their purity or innocuity 
but that of a single mercenary individual, is calculated to do un- 
told injury to the health of the community. But there is a de- 
mand for domestic remedies which these preparations are intended 
to supply, and the question arises whether this demand can be 
supplied in a manner that will guard against the venality of using 
drugs of uncertain properties, or deleterious qualities. 

A considerable portion of the time of the American Medical 
Association is consumed every year in discussing plans for the 
suppression of quackery. This is certainly a consummation de- 
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voutly desired by all who have any regard for the welfare of the 
sick, and the only question is one of expediency. 

We respectfully throw out the following suggestions on the 
subject, premising, that though often thought and spoken of by 
ourselves, they receive additional force from the action of a com- 
mittee of the American Pharmaceutical Association, quoted on a 
subsequent page. 

Let a committee be appointed by the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, a part of whom should be pharmaceutists, or, better, per- 
haps, let the committee act in unison with one appointed by the 
American Pharmaceutical Association, whose duty it shall be to 
draw up aset of formule for remedies, calculated to meet the 
ordinary demands of domestic practice. These formule should 
be adopted by the American Medical and Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciations, and published for the benefit of all concerned—not ex- 
cepting the consumer, when he desires to know their ingredients 
—and they should be as uniformly adhered to as any of our com- 
mon officinal preparations. The medicines should be put up in 
uniform style, and issued under the sanction of the American 
Medical and Pharmaceutical Associations. In this manner the 
popular demand for domestic remedies will be supplied with 
medicines whose action can be relied on, and which can be ho- 
nestly recommended in ordinary cases, by the apothecary, and even 
by the general practitioner. No countenance should be given 
by the apothecary, to any of the numerous quack preparations 
with which their shops are now gorged, and the physician who 
should soil his fingers with them, should, of course, lose caste im- 
mediately. 

The apothecary would reap advantage from such an arrange- 
ment, as he would prepare the remedies from the crude drugs, 
and receive all the profits on them, instead of being obliged to 
divide them with another party, who receives the lion’s share. 

We believe that the plan suggested above, if properly carried 
out, would do more towards the suppression of quackery, than 
any legislative action that can be brought to bear upon it. There 
are so many who are largely interested in the support of quack- 
ery, who, with their sympathizers, would be so restive under any 
legal inabilities, that if laws were passed bearing upon that 
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evil, their operation and stability would be uncertain, and their 
execution most likely unsatisfactory. 


INTOXICATING LIQUORS IN MEDICAL COLLEGES. 


We believe it was formerly the uniform custom for professors 
in our medical colleges to furnish intoxicating drinks at the en- 
tertainments given to their students. By the following note from 
Dr. Gilman, which we find in the New York Daily Times, it will 
be perceived that at least one of the colleges in that city has 
abolished the custom. We understand that the professors in the 
medical colleges of Philadelphia are also discontinuing the prac- 
tice. Medical students are exposed to evil influences enough, 
without being encouraged to acquire a taste for intoxicating 
drinks by the example of those whom they ought always to re- 
gard as models in morals as well as in science. 


Epitor oF THE NEw YoRK DAILy TIMEs:— 

Sm: In your paper, and also in the Zribune, I have noticed 
statements as to the giving of intoxicating drinks to medical stu- 
dents, from which it might be inferred that it was the custom of 
the medical teachers of New York to place temptation in the way 
of those whose morals they are specially bound to protect. Now, 
as to this matter, I wish to put myself and my associates right 
before the public. I have been connected with Crosby Street 
Medical School for about fourteen years, and during that time I 
know that so far as public receptions on New Year’s day, class 
suppers, and the like are concerned, not a drop of alcoholic drink 
has been by any professor set before his students, and that this 
course was the result of a formal vote, after deliberate considera- 
tion of the whole matter. * * * C. R. G, 


MEDICAL GRADUATES OF 1855, IN NEW YORK AND PHILADELPHIA. 


The Medical Department of Pennsylvania College held its com- 
mencement on Saturday, March 8. The valedictory address was 
delivered by Prof. J. M. Allen. 

The degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred on thirty- 
three young gentlemen. 

At the commencement of the Medical department of the Uni- 
versity of New York, held on Wednesday, March 7, the degree was 
conferred on one hundred and six young gentlemen. Of these, 
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the following were from New Jersey: G. L. Brooks, R. Fenwick, 
J. W. Howell, J. J. H. Love, J. H. Studdiford, and D. S. Smith. 

At the commencement of the New York Medical College there 
were thirty-four graduates. In the class were one hundred and 
sixteen students. 

The Medical Department of Jefferson College, in Philadelphia, 
held its commencement on Saturday, March10. Of the two hun- 
dred and fifty-six graduates, the following were from New Jersey: 
T. M. Bartolette, E. Bennett, J. P. Cole, J. T. Fisler, and J. R. 
Shreve. 

The matriculating class of the University of Pennsylvania num- 
bers 426, and the graduating class 177. The commencement had 
not been held when we went to press. 

The commencement of the College of Physicians and Surgeons 
of New York was held too late in the month to be included in 
the above list. 


PROFESSOR GIBSON. 


We understand that this veteran lecturer, who has occupied 
the chair of Surgery, in the University of Pennsylvania, since the 
7th of September, 1819, delivered his valedictory recently. The 
occasion brought together a very large audience, in the expecta- 
tion of hearing a historical address worthy of the man; but they 
were, much to their chagrin, put off with a stale dish of person- 
alities. Who Dr. Gibson’s successor will be, has not yet trans- 
pired. We wish the system of public concours could be intro- 
duced into our country in filling vacant professorships. 


HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN IN NEW YORK. 


We are happy to perceive that the efforts of Dr. J. Marion 
Sims, of New York, to found a hospital for women, have proved 
successful. Such an institution has been organized. The officers 
and Board of Managers consist of ladies of character and standing 
in the city of New York. The following constitute the Medical 
Board: J. Marion Sims, M.D. Attending Physician; A. H. 
Stevens, M.D., Valentine Mott, M.D. Consulting Surgeons; 
Edward Delafield, M. D., John W. Francis, M. D., Consulting Phy- 
sicians. These names would give character to any institution, 
and their influence, with the sympathy and active co-operation of 
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the Board of Managers, and the material aid which they will 
undoubtedly command, will, we doubt not, enlist the good will 
of the whole community of the city of New York, and we will 
see established, in that city, such a hospital as should be found 
in every considerable city of the Union. 


THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL REVIEW. 
This excellent quarterly should receive the patronage of the 
profession, certainly until we are able to have a literature of the 
kind of our own to support. The Review is an ably conducted 
work, and we believe is the only work of the kind published in 
the English language. It is republished by S. S. & W. Wood, 
261, Pearl Street, New York, at $3 a-year in advance, postage 


free to subscribers who pay in advance. 


AN EXAMPLE. 
February 7, 1855. 

“Dear Doctor: In looking over my accounts, I find that I have not paid 
forthe Mepica Reporter for 1854. As thesubscription is payable in advance, 
I owe also for 1855. I inclose $5 00, which will pay for both years; it being 
only just, that when the subscription due at the beginning of the year is not 
paid till the end of it, the sum of two dollars should be increased to three. 
“Very truly yours, a 





Our readers can rest assured that the above is a quotation from 
a veritable letter we have received, and we place it before them 
that we may put the action of the writer, who is one whom the 
profession delights to honor, in contrast with that of some sub- 
scribers who have put us to great expense to collect their dues, 
and others who have sent us notice of discontinuance when they 
were considerably in arrears on our books. It is not our inten- 
tion to impose habitually on those of our readers who pay their 
subscriptions’ promptly, by occupying space with the business 
affairs of the RePorrTER, but we so often receive bad treatment at 
the hands of those from whom we ought to look for better things, 
that we could not well forego so good an opportunity to com- 
plain. We hope the example of our friend quoted above will 
provoke some to do us justice. 


A Loss.—A correspondent at the South writes: “You may soon 
look for the discontinuance of the New Orleans Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal for want of a sufficient list of subscribers.” This 
has been one of our most efficient medical periodicals, and we are 
sorry at the prospect of losing it. Its late editor, Dr. Dowler, 
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has issued a prospectus of a new quarterly journal. If there 
were half the number of journals that there are, they could be 
better supported, and justice done to editors, publishers, and 
writers. 


Suggestion to Editors—Might it not advance the interests of 
medical journalism, and of the profession too, if the editors of 
our various medical periodicals should meet in convention during 
the sittings of the American Medical Association in Philadelphia 
next month? It seems to us that concerted action on certain 
important points might be agreed upon which would add to the 
permanence, respectability, and utility of our periodical medical 
literature. 


The Mails.—We have had many complaints of the irregularity 
of the mails of late, particularly of those going west. We have 
never known a time when we have had such a demand for dupli- 
cate copies to replace missing numbers. The REPORTER is regu- 
larly mailed to all our subscribers, but if any fail to receive their 


copies, we hope they will inform us, and we will endeavor to stp- 
ply the deficiency. 


§23” The artists have again disappointed us in regard to the 
portrait of Dr. Wellford, but we feel no disposition to apologize. 
This number of the REPORTER is sufficiently interesting without 
a& portrait. 


[33° To Correspondents.—We have several articles on hand for 
our next number. See also third page of cover. 


Errata.—We have the consolation of knowing that though errors are occasionally 
detected in our pages, we have acquired a reputation for correctness that we feel 
somewhat proud of. We are requested to call attention to the following errors in 
the report of the Standing Committee in the March number of the Rerorrer: On 
p- 179, sixth line from bottom, for “such a one,” read ‘such an one ;” on p. 178, 
twenty-third line from top, “‘ with jalap and ipecacuanha,” read with “ pulv. jacobi 
and ipecacuanha.” 














ECLECTIC AND SUMMARY DEPARTMENT. 


Report of the Committee on Quack Medicines.—(The Report of this 
Committee was mislaid by parties in Cincinnati, who obtained it for the 
purpose of making extracts. The following concluding paragraphs em- 
brace in a few words the most important points contained in it.) 

“The disposition to take what are called popular medicines, and the 
tendency to a belief in their utility, is a fact with which every observer 
must be familiar, and in view of this strong popular feeling, your com- 
mittee would suggest :— 

‘Ist. That this desire for medicine can be gratified in a legitimate 
way by regular officinal preparations. 

“2d. That it is the duty as well as interest of the apothecaries and 
druggists to advocate the use of the officinal medicines in lieu of the 
quackery of the day. 

“3d. That it is the rightful interest of regular pharmaceutists to 
divert, in this manner, the thousands which now annually flow into the 
coffers of quacks, into their own limited stores, where of right it belongs. 

“4th. That this can only be done by a united and sustained action on 
the part of the pharmaceutists and druggists of the Union, by which they 
will practically refrain from the sale or advocation of secret medicines, 
and substitute regular officinal compounds for them, correctly labelled, 
with name and direction for use. 

“5th. That this course should receive the sanction of physicians as 
the only one likely to remedy the evil aimed at, as the tendency to take 
medicine ad /ibitum is a feature of the Anglo-Saxon race, duly inherited 
by the American people, which, whatever may be its faults, is as much 
their nature as is the love of political and personal freedom. 

“With regard to the propriety and efficacy of legislative action, we 
think that movements in that direction should originate in the several 
States, and be the joint action of the medical and pharmaceutical pro- 
fessions, and when applications are made to legislatures, they should be 
based on a real interest on the part of druggists and apothecaries gene- 
rally to abate the evil, and not on a partial or very local movement.” — 
Trans. American Pharmaceutical Association, 1854. 


Vital Statistics of New Jersey.—As no one has thought it worth while 
to send us a copy of the report of the Secretary of State on the vital 
statistics of New Jersey, we copy the following brief abstract of the 
Report from the Trenton 7rue American: [Ep. N. J. Men. Rep. ] 

“From the returns in the office of the Secretary of State concerning 
the births, marriages and deaths, during the year from June Ist, 1853, 
to June Ist, 1854, we learn the following statistics :— ¢ 
There have been 6,853 deaths reported in the State, of which 3,448 
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were males, 3,117 females, 288 sex not reported ; 1,074 by consumption; 
476 by dysentery; 258 by casualty; 110 by typhus fever; 71 bilious 
fever; 141 by scarlet fever; 23 by smallpox; 166 by inflammation of 
the lungs; 92 by inflammation of the bowels; 140 by inflammation of 
the brain; 65 in childbed; 58 by whooping-cough ; 289 by croup; 34 
by erysipelas ; 51 by measles; 277 of old age; 252 by dropsy; 104 by 
paralysis; 32 by cholera infantum ; 64 by apoplexy; 284 by convual- 
sions; 1,276 by other diseases, and 1,516 causes not reported. 

The ages have been 2,667 under 5 years ; 365 between 5 and 10; 408 
between 10 and 20; 537 between 20 and 30; 507 between 30 and 40; 
390 between 40 and 50; 380 between 50 and 60; 392 between 60 and 
70; 355 between 70 and 80; 208 between 80 and 90; 57 between 90 
and 100; 3 over 100; 577 ages not reported. 

The births have been 6,153 males, 5,646 females, and 803 sex not re- 
ported. The marriages number 4,242. 

These returns are only comparative, as many townships in the State 
made no report, and probably one-third should be added to them, in 
order to obtain correct information. The returns do not include the 
cholera season.” 

The American Medical Profession.—The members of the American 
Medical Profession, as a body, present an array of talent, learning and 
dignified bearing, entitling them to a conspicuous rank in the estimation 
of the profession throughout the world, and rendering its members 
worthy the high office they aim to fill and adorn. As the efficient 
laborers in a profession in its comparative infancy, they well deserve all 
that is accorded to them when we consider the briefness of its history, 
the circumstances surrounding it from its earliest date to the present 
time, the number and value of the contributions it has made, and the 
improvements effected by it. We avow ourselves partial to our own 
medical men, and sufficiently “ native” to advocate our own claims and 
defend our national rights, our own profession always—‘‘right or 
wrong”—and trust that we shall never so far prove recreant to its stand- 
ing and position as to forget the distinguished efforts of those who have 
been instrumental in exalting it to the prominent position which it has 
attained in this country and elsewhere. 

The traveller may go abroad, visit certain governments and countries 
whose first history time has assigned almost to archeology, note the ad- 
vancement of science in each, the perfect order, system, and apparent 
perfection which long centuries have slowly and carefully instituted, be- 
sides being substantially aided and maintained by lavish appropriations 
from governmental treasuries. To glance back over the waters to his 
own home and country, reposing in its own unostentatious and unpre- 
tending position, while his vision is beclouded and obscured by the 
tinsel investments and vain show of royal trappings; and then to insti- 
tute unfair comparisons and draw most unjust and unfavorable conclu- 
sions in relation to its scientific and other interests, are the natural 
results of a weak and surface mind. To forget that in all departments 
of our country the utilitarian principles and features are strongly en- 
grafted upon, and interwoven with, our scientific, intellectual and civil 
systems, is another evidence of his want of capacity to understand our 
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national proclivities, peculiarities and excellencies, and his utter igno- 
rance of the condition of the different departments of his own land and 
country. 

Medical science here has rested for its success and advancement almost 
entirely upon the individual efforts of its own disciples and votaries. 
The self-reliance of the members of the profession upon their own 
mental resources has been and still is one of the great elements in its 
rapid strides. The same disadvantages under which it has labored 
‘would have consigned it to an oblivious obscurity with any other people 
on the globe. The sparseness of the population, in the early history of 
our government, was not favorable to the collection and the systematic 
classification of facts, and hence the difficulty for a long time of ad- 
vancing the condition of medical science. And yet the stern require- 
ments of humanity and necessity demanded the exercise of scrutiny and 
observation on the part of each individual, but the want of Medical 
Journals denied them an opportunity of placing these facts upon record. 
The materials were therefore disjointed, and no common structure could 
well be formed. It is true that times have changed with the unparal- 
leled improvement and progress of the country, which has brought with 
it abundant means of observation, and we maintain that these opportu- 
nities have been well improved, although we may not have reached to 
an approximation in excellence as boasted of by those upon whom the 
smiles of royal favor have been bestowed and the resources of its trea- 
sury have been lavished. There is no aristocracy in science in this 
country save that which springs from worth and talent. Each one 
thinks, investigates and concludes for himself, particularly those who 
have devoted their time and talents to the work of inquiry and research. 
He proceeds with his work of investigation regardless of liberal criti- 
cism or condemnation from any quarter. No titled dignitaries to sit in 
umpire upon the opinions of men, or crash the aspirations of the hum- 
ble and the obscure. We have no royal favorites, whose weight in the 
seale of influence can chill the hopes of a zealous and efficient student, 
and whose word of condemnation is but annihilation. We have no 
‘‘Sirs” or notable physicians to the Emperor, the Aing, the Queen, or 
some ‘“‘coof” of a lord, well mated to some more vain than sensible 
“lady ;” but each one is on an equal footing, so far as advantages go, 
and each one is permitted, nay, encouraged in the strife to excel. The 
progress of improvement does not depend upon the whims and caprices 
of a few whose minds are made weak and almost imbecile by the ‘“‘ empty 
flatterings” of royal partiality, as in the old monarchies, but the re- 
sponsibilities rest as heavily upon one member as upon another, and the 
position of each is only determined by the number, and more particu- 
larly, by the character of his productions. He has no fear of royal 
arrogance, but is cordially and promptly awarded that distinction he 
merits. The members of the profession en masse are his peers, and he 
looks upon them as the impartial arbiters of the value of his labors. 

Hence here, and there, and almost everywhere, over this extended 
country, are found pillars and props with equal capacity to advance the 
interest of medical science by the results of their observations and re- 
search, and by their masterly contributions. Populous cities and towns 
grew up upon the Atlantic border, and here the work commenced, and 
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for a long period the labor was confined to, and rested upon, those who 
had selected this field as the theatre of their action, and the science of 
medicine as the theme of investigation and elucidation. But now, to 
use the language of a certain class of liberal politicians, we know no 
north, no south, no east, no west; because in all sections of our common 
country there are dense human settlements whose wants and require- 
ments demand for their welfare the highest attainments, and equal ac- 
quirements with those of any other. 

These thoughts were set in motion upon looking over the assemblage 
of our brethren at the recent meeting of the Association. Although 
all the medical talent of the nation was not there, still, from every part 
of the Union, there was a good representation. With deep interest we 
surveyed the countenances of many distinguished men, whose labors and 
devotion to the best interests of American Medical Science made us to 
yearn toward them with a feeling of gratitude and affection which one 
brother should feel for another, mingled with deep-felt admiration for 
their many qualities of head and heart. And while we sat in their 
midst indulging in a quiet survey of each, we felt a pride that there 
were those present who would adorn the profession in any country, and 
that yet behind in their respective fields of labor, there were others 
whose brilliant career had rendered them conspicuous at home and 
abroad. 

We say we felt proud, but quickly succeeding to this, there was also 
a feeling of chagrin, that any one would prove fratricide enough to decry 
his own profession, or, by instituting unjust comparisons, lower the 
standard of medicine in his own country. 

Were we competent to the task, we would give a sketch of the promi- 
nent men composing that body, with a history of their services and 
labors; but we shall hope that the task will be undertaken by some one 
who will give us a biography of the lives of the prominent men of the 
profession of the country, of the past and present times. Such a work 
would prove interesting as well as profitable, and we trust that some one 
competent to its performance will undertake it. 

P. S.—Since penning the above, we observe that the New Jersey 
Mep. Reporter has commenced the work in a series of articles. This is 
commendable, and we trust that this excellent periodical will prosecute 
it. It will give the engraved portraits of many or all of those whose 
biography is published.—Jowa Medical Journal. 

Gum Mezquite as a Substitute for Gum Arabic.—By GrorcE G. Suv- 
MARD, M. D., Fort Smith, Ark.—This gum (for which I propose the 
name of Gum Mezquite), is believed to occur in inexhaustible quantities, 
and will no doubt hereafter prove a valuable source of revenue to the 
State of Texas, New Mexico, and the adjacent Indian territory, besides 
affording employment to the different tribes of Indians now roving upon 
the plains, many of whom would no doubt be glad to gather and de- 
liver it to the different frontier posts for a very small compensation. 

The Mezquite Tree, from which the gum is obtained, is by far the 
most abundant tree of the plains, covering,thousands of miles of surface, 
and always flourishes most luxuriantly in elevated and dry regions. The 
gum exudes spontaneously in a semifluid state from the bark of the 
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trunk and branches, and soon hardens by exposure to the atmosphere, 
forming more or less rounded and variously colored masses, weighing 
each from a few grains to several ounces. These soon bleach and whiten 
upon exposure to the light of the sun, finally becoming nearly colorless, 
semi-transparent, and often filled with minute fissures. Specimens col- 
lected from the trunks of the trees were generally found to be less pure 
and more highly colored than when obtained from the branches. The 
gum may be collected during the months of July, August and Septem- 
ber, but the most favorable period for that purpose is in the latter part 
of August, when it may be obtained in the greatest abundance and 
with but little trouble. The quantity yielded by each tree varies from 
an ounce to three pounds, but incisions made in the bark not only 
greatly facilitate its exudation, but cause the tree to yield a much 
greater amount. As it is, a good collector would probably be able to 
gather from ten to twenty pounds in a day; were incisions resorted to, 
probably double the amount might be obtained.— Western Medical 
Journal. 

Glycerin as an Internal Remedy.—By J. L. Crawcour, M. D., 
M. R. C. 8.—As I believe that glycerin as a remedy for internal use 
is almost unknown, and as in my hands it has proved a very efficacious 
agent, I wish through you to endeavor to introduce it to the profession 
as a remedy well deserving of trial. In a recent article in the 
Chemist for October, 1854, there is the result of some experiments 
by MM. Cap and Garot on the use of glycerin as an excipient in the 
preparation of remedies for external use, and they conclude by saying 
‘that, as soon as they are satisfied of its power of being used internally, 
without injury to the patient, they intend still further to try its powers 
as a solvent for many substances.” As a simple excipient, it is superior 
to any, its power being intermediate between water, alcohol, and oil, a 
large number of substances, only soluble in one of these three media, 
being soluble in glycerin and not separating by the addition of other 
fluids. But what I wish to draw attention to particularly at present, is 
the special action of glycerin on the economy, and the perfect safety 
with which it can be used as an internal remedy. For the past twelve 
months I have used it in every case of disease where formerly I should 
have used cod-liver oil, and with superior benefit ; for while it seems to 
possess all the remedial virtues of this latter agent, it is its superior in 
taste, in not disordering the digestion, and in its property of combining 
with any other remedy. 

In several cases of phthisis, of scrofulous disease generally, in mesen- 
teric disease in children, I have used it largely and successfully ; and in 
children, its sweet and agreeable taste gives it a great advantage over 
cod-liver oil, the only agent I can compare it with, in its therapeutic 
action. In addition to its special anti-strumous property, I find that it 
materially aids in the assimilation of salts of iron, especially of the 
iodide, and I now rarely order either iodine, or the iodide of iron, with- 
out combining them with glycerin. Quinine also, is soluble in it, with- 
out the aid of sulphuric acid, and to some slight extent is divested of 
its bitterness. 

The dose in which I usually administer it is from one to three drachms 
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three times daily, in an ounce of water; in from one to two drachms, 
it, in a short period, relieves the cough, improves the digestive powers, 
and appears to increase the fat-producing principle in phthisical patients; 
in larger doses it has in a few instances produced nausea; it is, however, 
essentially necessary to its successful employment that it be obtained 
pure, and this is a matter of some difficulty, for it is ordinarily the result 
of the preparation of the common lead plaster, and consequently con- 
tains traces of lead, but by the process of Dr. Morfit, who decomposes 
lard, or oil, with hydrate of lime, it can be procured chemically pure, 
and at a very cheap rate. Should my communication induce other phy- 
sicians to try it, the purpose of my writing to you will be answered, as 
it will be an equal boon to the physician and patient, if a remedy can 
be discovered equal in properties to cod-liver oil, and without its nau- 
seous taste and smell. 

I have recently tried it as a solvent for phosphorus, which latter we 
have hitherto hardly been able to use in medicine, as its solution in oil is 
so nauseous that we can rarely induce patients to swallow it, and its 
solution in ether is so dangerous that I question whether any physician 
of ordinary prudence would prescribe it. But in glycerin, it is not 
only nearly as soluble as in oil, but is miscible with water in all pro- 
portions, and is comparatively tasteless and odorless. About two grains 
dissolve readily in an ounce of boiling glycerin, and from experiments 
on myself, I consider it a powerful and a valuable stimulant. Of the 
above solution, which, after the nomenclature of Messrs. Cap and 
Garot, I would call the glycerole of phosphorus, I took one drachm in 
a wineglass full of water, with which it intimately blended; there was 
hardly any taste or smell, and it did not produce those garlicky eructa- 
tions said to be the result of the phosphorus in oil. Its effect on my 
system was that of a stimulant; in about half an hour the pulse became 
quickened, both at the wrist and at the temples, the cheeks flushed, the 
skin became warm and suffused with moisture, there was a certain 
amount of mental excitement, and after a short time there occurred a 
feeling of oppression at the precordia, accompanied by palpitation of 
the heart, while after a certain time the cerebral excitement was followed 
by a slight feeling of confusion, accompanied by sleeplessness. Each 
time that it has been taken in this dose, it has, on myself, produced these 
same effects. I therefore look upon this quantity as excessive, and 
would suggest that if this remedy be used, it should be in doses rang- 
ing from ten to thirty minims. It may be combined with any other 
drug, and I look upon it as a valuable addition to our list of thera- 
peutic agents, not that the use of phosphorus is new, but hitherto it has 
been excluded from us from the difficulty of finding a proper solvent— 
this now, I believe, has been discovered in glycerin. Should my ex- 
periments lead me to any new or interesting facts, in connection with 
these substances, I will communicate them to you.—J. O. Medical News 
and Hospital Gazette. 


The American Medical Association.—We had the satisfaction to be 
present at the late meeting at St. Louis, and found it to be a very agree- 
able and profitable reunion; affording full compensation for the time 
and the journey. Every lover of our noble profession should feel a deep 
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interest in this Association, as a means of uniting the physicians of our 
country in a great brotherhood, for the purposes of improvement, and 
the advancement of medical science. But we think it will become neces- 
sary to make some changes in the plan of operations. As the meetings 
are now conducted, the principal discussions are upon subjects of no 
scientific or professional interest; and the speakers young men giving 
vent to sudden and clamorous outbursts of irrelevant declamation. So 
grave a body, with so short a session, should not waste precious time in 
listening to those who can have nothing of interest to say. We were 
surprised to witness an excitement upon the indifferent question as to 
the place of printing the Transactions, which gave rise to some very 
amusing explosions of eloquence; while few seemed to attach any im- 
portance to the matérials of which they are to be composed. No paper 
of any importance was read in extenso. In some cases, indeed, the 
main essay was not present, and in others not yet written. In one 
instance, an extemporaneous speech was made, by request, on the great 
questions connected with yellow fever, and which is to be written out 
for the forthcoming volume. The speech embraced little that was new, 
and most of that little was based upon false data. It occurred to us 
that a division of the meeting into sections, for hearing and debating 
essays, would have facilitated the work, and secured a better selection 
for the Transactions. 

Nothing, however, surprised us more, than the fact that so few of the 
committees appointed upon special subjects, were prepared to report, or 
even to promise a report in future. These are the important agencies 
of the Association, and unless they perform the several duties assigned 
them with proper diligence, the 7ransactions are little else than indi- 
vidual voluntary contributions, which might just as well be published 
elsewhere ; or perhaps not published at all. 

We are of the opinion, that the place of meeting should be perma- 
nently fixed. The annual selection of this is now a matter of constant 
strife, and extensive discontent. All the difficulties growing out of the 
subject would be put at rest, and the convenience of the profession as a 
whole subserved, by holding the annual meetings at Washington City. 
If the annual meetings of the American Scientifie Association were also 
held at the same place, and only a few days earlier or later, many physi- 
cians would be enabled to attend both, and the usefulness of both would 
be greatly promoted by the arrangement. The Smithsonian Institution 
would furnish rooms in its spacious edifice, not only for the meetings, 
but for the preservation of the archives and specimens of these Associ- 
ations ; while the members would have access to the scientific museums 
of the capital city. Unless a successful effort can be made towards the 
consummation of this object at the next meeting in Philadelphia, we 
propose that the succeeding one be held at Memphis, as the most central 
and convenient point to the whole Union. Our friends of the southern 
clime, and towards the setting sun, will please bear this in mind. We 
shall be happy to meet any number of them in Philadelphia.—Memphis 
Medical Recorder. 











